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1 Peter2:1-9

These days, when we call someone ‘peculiar’ we usually mean they’re a bit strange or odd,
that there’s something not quite right about them. Generally speaking, we don’t like
‘peculiar’! But peculiar is how the old King James version of the Bible translated Peter’s
encouragement to the persecuted Christians living in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey).
The letter was specifically addressed to the Christians of the Diaspora living in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. The writer of the epistle (and I'll come back to
why [ say the ‘writer’ rather than Peter, in a minute) says to them, “... ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ...

A quick aside here, by the way, the recipients of the letter - which would have been passed
round all the churches in the region - were mainly non-Jewish Christians, and it would
seem, from the general tone, that they were facing a combination of hostility, harassment,
and persecution from their Greek and Roman neighbours, all of which had left them
feeling discouraged and demoralised. So the aim of the letter overall is to encourage them
and strengthen their faith. The epistle starts by announcing it’s from Peter, an apostle of
Jesus Christ, which seems pretty straightforward. But there is some controversy over the
identity of the writer, because Peter died around AD 65, meaning that, to fit with the
conditions described, it would have to have been written between AD 62 or 64, either just
before or at the start of Nero’s persecution of Christians, following the fire in Rome. But
the level of persecution at that time was pretty low-level, so some scholars want to date
it far later, to when the climate was more obviously hostile. And some want to date it to
as late as AD 81, which would put it under the persecution carried out by Domitian.

Well we can’t know, but I'm going to stay with Peter here, because it’s the message that’s
important, and that stands, whatever date and by whomever it was written.

So back to the letter. You might wonder what the translators were on about, and that
calling the recipients ‘peculiar’ was a bit rude! But they weren’t trying to imply that Peter
was saying the disciples were a bunch of losers and oddballs. No, they were translating
the word as used in its late Middle English sense, from the Latin word peculiaris, which
meant ‘private property’. So in this context, Peter is saying, ‘You're God’s private
property!” You can see how that ties with modern translations of ‘God’s own people’, or ‘a
people for His own possession’, can’t you? Nothing strange at all! Although that wasn’t
an assessment perhaps shared by their neighbours. But I have to confess that I've always
rather liked the older translation, because for me it really captures the sense of being set
apart, and of being special.

‘... ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people....



So Peter is saying to them, ‘you’re God'’s special people’. But the apostle isn’t just saying
this to make them feel good about themselves. Giving them a quick ego boost! No, he’s
saying it because they have a purpose. You're chosen, he says, .. so that you may proclaim
the mighty acts of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.

Now, quite apart from the obvious encouragement here, this statement is really
important, because it sums up how the first disciples saw themselves. They weren’t just
following the latest religious fad - you know, 1st century mindfulness, or healing crystals
and the like. No, they’d seen Christ die and then rise from the dead, and they knew that
the message of the Gospel was something wholly different in kind to anything and
everything that had gone before. This was the power of God in action, reaching into
creation and setting in motion the first part of His redemptive plan to break, finally and
forever, Satan’s hold. And they believed that those who heard and responded to the good
news had truly been chosen and set apart by God for His own possession ... because this
was the launch of Phase 2 of the plan, to save as many men and women as possible ahead
of Christ’s return. And these newly converted believers weren'’t just set apart and saved
- they were on active service in God’s campaign to take back the whole of creation, and
their commission was to pass on the good news, telling others what God had done, in and
through His Son, so that they too could be saved ahead of the final battle.

Think about it - other religions and philosophies might promise some degree of spiritual
influence, if you got the formalities and observance right — we see that today, don’t we?
Meditate under a pyramid or with a crystal in your hand, and you can manifest what you
want! But what Christ had done was a whole new ball game, because His death and
resurrection had shattered the hold of death, freeing us from sin, and restoring men and
women to direct relationship with God. We kind of take that as read now, don’t we,
because it was 2,000 years ago, and ‘Hey, what's new?’ But we need to wake up to the
enormity of what Christ had done, because there had never before been, and never will
be again, anything even remotely comparable!

Back to the letter. Believers have to live in ways appropriate to their new condition, Peter
says, Vs 1-2 ‘Rid yourselves of all malice, and all guile, all insincerity, envy, and all slander’
And then he goes on, ‘Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow into salvation...

Now remember that Peter had actually been with Christ, because of which his faith was
absolutely unshakeable, and a large part of his task, commanded by Jesus Himself, was to
look after the converts and make sure that they got the full message. Mt 16: 18 “... you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not overcome it’

That’s what Peter is doing here. He’s reminding, what sound to be these rather
demoralised believers, of the enormity of what Christ has done, and how they’ve been set
apart to bear witness to the Truth. ‘... you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood....
It’s perhaps instructive to remind ourselves here of the role of a priest. In Old Testament
times, priests had religious duties to fulfil in the temple, maintaining worship and
performing sacrifices as required, and were broadly seen as acting as intermediaries
between the people and God. The people were kept at a distance. But that all changed
with the death of Christ, the sacrificial lamb, who died for us, and thereby broke the hold
of sin - ending our separation. Which means that we no longer need an ‘intermediary’,



because we now have a direct relationship with the Father, and the Spirit Himself
intercedes on our behalf. Because of that, and the fact that our High Priest sits at the right
hand of God, we are truly a royal priesthood. All of us. In Peter we see the model of what
it means to be a part of this priesthood - which is to guard the Truth and pass it on by
sound teaching, to stand against all attack and protect the flock, and to seek after the lost.

It’s this high calling that Peter is laying out before the demoralised Christians of Asia
Minor. And it’s as true for us today as it was for them. We may live in an increasingly
hostile and aggressive world, that wants to make any kind of manifestation of Christian
belief a crime, but we need to recover the awe and certainty of what Christ has done, and
stand on that without compromise. We need to reject the lax moral values and behaviours
of ‘modern’ society and live in ways appropriate to our faith - because, as Peter warns in
chapter 4: 7 ‘the end of all things is near’.

So many times today we're told that we're judgmental bigots, lacking in love, for standing
on Biblical truth, or for not accepting that all religions are, at base, the same. But such
arguments are demonic. Christ died to give us life, and it’s that freedom that we need to
pass on today. So it’s time to stop being apologetic, to stand up for what we believe, and
to pass on the good news.



