Followers of the Way

Statement of Worship -
why we have Confession and the Creed

We are saved by the blood of the Lamb, but we remain very far from perfect and, while we
remain in this life, it is the work of the Spirit to lead and teach us, and make us ‘fit’ for
heaven. In this, like children, we are called to co-operate with the Lord. Confession is a
part of that process, as we acknowledge before God where we have gone wrong and know
we need to amend. At the same time, the Spirit, gently and gradually, reveals to us our
shortcomings - not for judgment or condemnation, but to help us in our spiritual growth.
As we draw closer to God, so we become increasingly attuned to the Spirit, and are thus
enabled to move more fully in God’s power.

In worship, we come into the presence of Almighty God - our ‘friend’ and redeemer, but
also the Sovereign Lord Creator God, awesome in His might, splendour and majesty. It is
fitting, as we enter His presence, that we acknowledge where we have gone wrong, that
nothing may get in the way of our worship, and that we be prepared to receive fully what
He wants to say and give to us. This is why we have confession at the beginning of our
worship, and it is God’s gift to His little children.

In our worship too, whether by spoken word or song, we affirm and declare exactly what
itis we believe. This too is a gift of God, a reminder and proclamation of our faith, unifying
the faithful and providing protection against the insidious attacks of error, made by the
evil one to subvert and undermine the faith. But at the same time, it is a proclamation to
the highest heavens. It is an indispensable and constant reminder and guide; and also a
battle cry, before which the enemy trembles.



