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John 1:1-14; Matthew 10:5-7

Jesus commanded his disciples, Go to the lost sheep of Israel ... and proclaim ..., “The
Kingdom of God has come near” When [ was a child, I was really puzzled by this. What
did Jesus mean? What was this ‘Kingdom of God’? Was He talking about when we die, or
was He talking about something more immediate? It has taken me a lifetime to begin to
understand. In, through, and by, His birth, the Kingdom of God tore aside the darkness
holding earth in thrall. The hold of sin was broken, and men and women were restored
to the possibility of that relationship with the Father for which we had been created. And
[ say restored to the possibility, because of course men and women had, and still have, to
respond to Christ’s invitation in order to receive the gift. When Christ was born,
something elemental changed, but that didn’t mean that salvation was automatic. And it
also didn’t mean that we no longer had anything to learn!

So, ‘Kingdom of God’ ... both something immediate, and a promise for our future. But what
the greater part of humanity doesn’t understand today is the enormity of God’s power, His
faithfulness, and His forbearance as He has sought to win us back to Himself. They don’t
understand that, following Christ’s birth, we have been living in a period of dispensation,
specially to allow every man, woman and child on the planet the chance of salvation,
before the Lord returns in glory to reclaim His own, after which ‘choice’ won’t any longer
be possible. Which is all another way of saying that people don’t understand the reality
of the spiritual battle between God and the devil, and exactly what’s at stake. So many
over the last century, not just here in the UK, but across the world, have happily been taken
in by the lures of Satan, ‘Eat, drink and be merry ... man is the architect of the future and
determiner of fate. So get organised and have what you want, NOW!

Make no mistake, although many today dismiss religion as boring, or even a fairy story for
the weak-minded, this isn’t just indifference, but outright hostility towards God, fed by the
father of lies. It's part of the continuing spiritual battle that started way back in Eden.
It's over 2000 years since that baby was born, the devil whispers, if God were real, He'd
have done something by now. So either He's a figment of mankind’s imagination, or
you’'ve got the wrong god! Try worshipping me instead, and I'll give you what you want.

And that’s exactly what countless thousands are doing, falling for the lies, hook, line and
sinker! Sexual promiscuity, for instance, gender identity, the right to choose whether or
not a baby gets to live .... Where once we chose obedience to God, the mantra today has
become, it's my right!

In all of this, men and women are seriously deluded, and the time of dispensation is now
coming to an end. Down the centuries we’ve had every chance, but we’ve refused to listen,



instead making a God of Self, and choosing self-gratification over obedience. The truth is,
we are a sexually corrupt and deviant generation, who prioritise our own wants over
everything and everyone else. And, by our corrupt choices, we have brought ourselves
under judgement. This is why the world today is such a mess, and why we seem to be
hurtling, like there’s no tomorrow, towards financial collapse and war.

On our present trajectory, in fact, there is no tomorrow. We are seeing the disintegration
of world order because of our wrong choices and, without repentance, things are about
to get a whole lot worse. Literally, only God can get us out of this mess - but, without
repentance, He won’t. Because He won’t validate sin.

I'll be honest with you - though you’re probably ahead of me on this one - at a human
level things for the UK don’t look good. We all know we’ve got massive immigration and
cultural problems, with a growing possibility of civil war; economic collapse is looming
large on the horizon; and the talk is more and more about war with Russia, which the
powers that be seem to have accepted now as almost inevitable. But let’s not limit God.
Whatever the ideological pressures from secularism, and the expansionist ambitions of
Islam, we are still a Christian country, and God has not abandoned, or given up on, us. In
the troubles that lie ahead, His purpose is to purify and restore us - so our call now is to
keep faith, to trust, to be strong, and to be obedient.

In concrete terms, what does this mean for Followers of the Way? During Covid, God
called us into being as an online community, to help those cut off from fellowship by
church closures, and to be a haven for those who felt betrayed by a Church that was
increasingly abandoning the faith. Perhaps amazingly, we’re still going, but over the last
couple of years, thing have changed - for a start we’ve become much smaller. So what is
God saying to us now?

From the beginning, the leadership team has tried faithfully to follow God’s call, to warn
of coming judgement for the nation, and to look after His people. Over the last few
months, however, a real spirit of complaint and discontent seems to have emerged. For
example, there have been repeated complaints about our use of the confession and the
creed, and the lack of time to respond to sermons during the service. People have also
objected to what they call an apparent ‘spiritual hierarchy’, and the pattern that has
emerged in our services.

In general, we do welcome constructive comments on the delivery and improvement of
our services. That goes, | hope, without saying. However, the cumulative effect of recent
dissension has inevitably been both disruptive and distracting.

Whatever some may think, we have tried to listen and to respond. But that hasn’t meant
we’ve automatically agreed. With regards confession, for example, we've tried to explain
thatit’s included because we’re coming into the presence of a Holy God, who requires that
we acknowledge our sin in order to co-operate with the work of the Spirit, as He seeks to
lead and perfect us. But this has nothing whatsoever to do with priestly absolution, and
it applies to all of us. Similarly, we’ve tried to explain that we include a statement of faith,
because in recent years so much error has crept into the Church, and it’s both a reminder
to ourselves, and spiritual proclamation of God’s sovereignty. But at the same time, we’ve
tried to listen to what some are saying, so we’'ve been including this recently in the form



of a song, so that people don’t feel they’re just mindlessly reciting something (we don’t
want people mindlessly to recite anything!). And we’ve consciously been giving space at
the end of the sermon for people to respond - but so far, it has to be said, without any
response. Yet, whatever we've done, the complaints have continued - and I should add
that it’s actually quite hurtful that there doesn’t seem to have been any recognition of
acknowledgement of the accommodations we’ve tried to make.

So where does this leave FOTW? I fully understand that differences in churchmanship
can run very deep, and we can all prefer and want the ‘style’ we like. But at the same time,
we need to recognise that wherever God is moving, the devil will try to intervene to spread
discord and disunity, and that seems to be what is happening here.

[ have been in ministry now for around 40 years - my call was to be a shepherd of the
church of God, that He bought with his own blood, and I have always tried to be faithful to
that call to look after, feed, and defend the flock. I have always tried to listen to others -
as indeed I'm trying now. But there comes a point when it becomes clear there can be no
resolution, because the problems are intractable. Are we at that point now with Followers
of the Way?

Let me stress that, as a leadership team, we have tried to listen to people’s comments and
complaints, and to respond. But we have at the same time to be faithful to our own call,
and to listen to others doesn’t necessarily mean that one agrees and gives way. There is
no perfect way of doing things in this life, but our first priority must be to listen to God,
and to be obedient to whatever we feel He’s saying to us, both as individuals, and as a
community. We will inevitably change as we seek to follow where the Lord leads, but, as
we approach Christmas, this is a plea to those feeling unhappy with Followers of the Way.
Understand that because others come from different church backgrounds to your own,
doesn’t necessarily mean that they’re wrong and you’re right, or vice versa. Understand
too that one’s ‘preferred style of worship and prayer is not superior to that of others - it
doesn’t make us more, or less, spiritual than others. And this is a key point, I think.
Spiritual warfare is a part of the religious life of all of us. We simply don’t have any choice
about that, because we’re in God’s army - but we’re assigned to different units, depending
on our gifts, and we need to honour and respect each other equally. We need to have
humility.

Prophecy, for example is vital and to be desired - but prophecy, without submission, can
also be deceptive (the devil can pose as an angel of light), which is why Scripture enjoins
us to test the spirits. For any community to flourish, the different parts, in humility, must
support and help each other.

The leadership team of FOTW will never try and impose any form of worship just because
‘that’s the way it’s done, and we like it!” We do listen, and acknowledge before God that
we are all on a path of learning, a journey. But this grumbling and constant complaint
needs to stop now. And if this is something you really can’t accept, then you should look
elsewhere. I say this in love, but the constant grumbling is undermining and not of God,
and it must stop today.

Our first service in the New Year is scheduled for Sunday, 11t January. Over the Christmas
break, please let’s all take time to pause before the Lord and reflect, and if your



unhappiness is such that you feel you cannot accept what I've said this morning, then I
understand, and [ wish you well. For the rest, let us all seek to appreciate the true
significance of Christmas, let there be an end to grumbling and disunity, and let us come
back together in unity, and commit to seeking together the Lord’s guidance for 2026.



