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As believers in Jesus, I'm sure we all long to see miracles happen. We can often hear
people say when something good happens, ‘it's a miracle!” What is a miracle? The
Merriam-Webster dictionary states, ‘A miracle is defined as an extraordinarily, welcome
event that surpasses all known human or natural powers, typically attributed to a
supernatural or divine cause.” It is interesting that the dictionary adds ‘divine cause’.

Allow me to relate a modern day story of a miracle. When 10 year old Yesica experienced
violent convulsions and trouble swallowing, doctors accused her of faking it. It wasn'’t
until she fell unconscious that her condition was taken seriously. While she was in
intensive care, doctors told Yesica’s mother, Thelma, that they never expected her
daughter to wake up. “I'would tell them ‘God is the One who has the last word, and Yesica
is goingto wake up, sheis going to come backto us”, says Thelma. She was right. Thelma’s
prayers for her daughter were answered when Yesica woke up from the coma, but the
journey was not yet over.

Yesica needed physiotherapy and months of rehabilitation, as she learnt to walk
again. Her costs were covered through Compassion health interventions. “God gave me
my life back,” says Yesica,who is now back at school after recovering her strength. “I want
to preach my testimony. The factthatI didn’t give up while I was in hospitalis because of
my sponsor’s constant prayers.”

Luke is the only Gospel writer who tells us about the Widow of Nain and her son. Luke,
as is his custom for detail, tells us that this Widow had only one son. Even the city of Nain
isnot mentioned anywhere else in Scripture. It is generally accepted thatitis the modern
City of Nein, a very small city about 6 miles south-east of Nazareth and about 20 miles
from Capernaum. As we read through Luke’s Gospel, we can see that he very much
focuses on the poor, the marginalised, the unclean in society, and how Jesus reaches out
to them in their difficult situations to bring comfort and healing. Luke is keen to display
Jesus as the Son of Man in His humanity who displays compassion, kindness and power.
This, of course, goes very much against the culture of the day. This particular story takes
place around the middle part of Jesus’ ministry.

Luke begins this story by saying, ‘soon afterwards’, so we ask the question what has been
happening recently? We read in the previous verses that Jesus had just healed the



Centurion’s servant. We remember that Jesus was very impressed with the Centurion’s
faith and said, ‘I have not found such great faith even in Israel’

As was customary, Jesus’ disciples, along with a large crowd, followed Jesus where He
went, which shows His popularity at this time. This story takes place near the city gate,
which is significant as this was a popular meeting place for people to gather. The city of
Nain makes the headlines simply because of a poor widow, who in our story is nameless!

Nowadays when we think of a widow we know she isleft on her own and grieves for the
loss of her husband; but let’s think back to the plight of widows in the Old Testament. In
those days, normally, women had minimal rights to an inheritance, as it usually passed to
the son. After the death of a husband, the bond that was severed meant there would be
no longer a connection to his family or his inheritance. She would now be facing poverty.
She had lost her protectorand provider. This difficult situationis aboutto get worse. In
this story, all physical hope seems to have completely gone as tragedy sadly strikes again
- her son dies.

As Jesus enters the city, He sees the dead person being carried and a large crowd of people
who had gathered around and were obviously sympathising with the widow. There are
two different crowds of people in this story - the crowd that was travelling with Jesus,
and the second one was the mourners. What a contrast between these two crowds - the
disciples were rejoicing in following Jesus. whereas the crowd following the funeral
procession were mourning the death of the widow’s son.

Luke does not mentionthe customary professionof mourners, but even for poorer people
there would be at least two flutes and one wailing woman. Jesus notices the widow, as
she would be walking in front of the bier, as was normal at that time. He immediately has
compassiononher. This compassionisinthe verb form, showing that Jesus was wanting
to getactively involvedinthissituation. I thinkitisinterestinghowthe NIV versionstates,
‘His heart went out to her’ He could feel the deep sadness, despair and hurt that this
widow must be feeling.

It is worth noting here that Luke, when talking about Jesus, uses the Greek word Kyrios,
‘the Lord’, which emphasisesthedeityofJesus. He could not do the miracle that was about
to take place unless He was God, the Son. Then He says, ‘Don’t cry’ We might think to
ourselves thatis almostimpossible. [ know when my Dad tooka coronary at the age I am
now, I couldn’t stop crying for a very long time, even after my very faithful and godly
Pastor tried to minister to me.

This was Jesus who was stepping into the situation and was now going to change it
dramatically. He shows sympathy to this widow, offering her hope in the midst of this
tragedy. He could feel her sorrow - He is able to identify with her, as He is known as ‘the
Man of sorrows”. He knew the pain that sin and death had broughtinto the world, and He
is the One, we know, who conquered sin and death by dying on the cross and being raised
on the third day.



Next He touches the bier where the dead boy was lying on an open coffin. This was in
essence breaking the law, because the boy was now ceremonially unclean, but this didn’t
matter to Jesus because He saw the real need for this widow and her son, and the keeping
of this particular law didn’t cause Him any concern.

As soon as Jesus touched the bier, the bearers stood still. They could recognise that
something significant was about to happen. Jesus speaks these words of healing and
comfort, ‘Young man, [ say to you, get up!” David Guzik says, ‘Jesus looked at the boy and
spoke to a dead person as if he were alive.

Imagine for a moment if you or I had been present that day in Nain, what would we be
thinking at thisstage? Would we be waiting, with bated breath - is this boy going to come
back to life again? Is this really going to happen? If it does it would be a real miracle!

Jesus again was displaying His power and authority over sickness and death. Neitherthe
widow nor the crowd had long to wait. Luke informs us thatthe boy sat up and, not only
was he alive, but he began to speak. Wow! This was proof that a real miracle had just
taken place in view of everyone present. Then Jesus gives the boy back to his Mother,
which proves His genuine compassion, love and care for her. Surely, Jesus is declaring to
His disciples, the crowd, and to us in the twenty first century, the Good News of Salvation
that He brings right into the realm of disease and of death itself. Jesus treated death as
the greatest enemy that had to be defeated.

This story reminds us of the Widow of Zarephath in 1 Kings 17 when her only son died,
and God used the prophet Elijah to restore him back to life and present him to his
Mother. Also Elisha,in 2 Kings 4, restores the son of a wealthy Shunammite woman who
died very suddenly after complaining of a sore head. In the Gospels we learn of three
different occasions when Jesus performed the miracle of raising people from death to life
again.John recordsthe raising of Lazarus, one of the close friends of Jesus, the other three
Gospels have the restoring of Jairus’ daughter and only Luke records this son of the widow
of Nain.

In each of these miracles, we realise that the people were not resurrected but only
resuscitated. We also are confident of the true fact that, though we are dead in our sins,
when we repent of them and put our trust totally in Jesus as our Saviour and Lord, we will
one day be resurrected, never to die again. This son was the only son of the widow; Jesus
is the only Son of God, who in a short time would be crucified, buried, but gloriously
resurrected on Easter Sunday.

You may well ask the question, ‘Why did Jesus go to this town of Nain?" Isaiah 53:3 relates
that Jesus is, ‘a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering... He could identify with this
widow, and [ believe it is simply because He wanted to bring salvation to her and her
son. Surely, this poor widow’s sorrow, because of the compassion of Jesus, was turned to
great joy that day.



After witnessing this miracle, the people were amazed and praised God. They thoughta
great prophet was in their midst. As yet, many hadn’t grasped that Jesus was fulfilling Old
Testament prophecy and is the One God had sent to bring healing and salvation to the
world. This miraculous healing provides an opportunity to reveal that Jesus is the One
who has ultimate authority over life and death.

We know Jesus, as the writer to the Hebrews tells us, is the same yesterday, today and
forever. This same compassionand power is still available to each of us today. All of us
here today have various needs. Do you ever feel that God doesn’t understand our
situation? If that is how we feel, that is only satan trying to make us doubt, and rob us of
God’s presence and peace. No matter what problem or difficulty we may be facing at this
time, God does see and know, and we can reach out to Jesus in prayer and be confident
that He will answer in the way that He knows is best for us.

We all have family and friends who, as yet, don’t know Jesus as their Saviour, but this
passage gives us such hope. Jesus had the power to heal this young boy, and He also has
the power to bring lost sinners from their dead state in sin to new life and salvation. May
we be fervent in praying for our unsaved family and friends to leave the crowd of
mourners and join the crowd following Jesus.

May we rejoice in our salvation and give praise and thanks to the Lord for what He has
done, is doing, and will continue to do in our lives, that we may be able to say with the
Apostle Paul, in Romans 8:1, “..there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of
sin and death. We are blessed to know God gives us the victory through Jesus.



