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Have you ever had that experience where you bump into someone who recognises you 

and starts a conversation, and all the while you are wracking your brain thinking, ‘Who 

is that?’ 

It happened to me a few years ago: we were at New Horizon, a Christian convention in 

Coleraine, and this well dressed man with short receding hair came up to me and asked, 

‘Are you Stephen Campbell?’ I answered, ‘Yes.’ He said, ‘I’m Bill Cameron, we went to the 

BB together!’ He then proceeded to mention the names of boys who were in the brigade; 

I remembered all of them, but him I just couldn’t place. 

We parted company and it bothered me all evening. That night in bed I suddenly bolted 

up and exclaimed ‘Billy Cameron!’ The guy I remembered all those years ago was a long-

haired hippy with cheesecloth shirt and torn jeans, not a well-dressed pastor of a 

Church. 

It’s embarrassing when that happens. And that’s what happened to the two disciples 

who were going to Emmaus that first Easter Sunday. We know one is named Cleopas but 

the other remains unnamed. Some have tried to link him with Clopas, mentioned in John 

19:25 as the husband of Mary who stood at the foot of the cross, and that she was the 

second disciple heading for Emmaus.  

This is highly unlikely, so we shall presume that these were two male disciples as usually 

depicted in Christian art. They had been with the other disciples and had experienced all 

that had happened to Jesus in the last week; from His triumphal entry into Jerusalem 

seven days before, to His crucifixion on Friday. They had even been among those who 

heard the report from Mary Magdalene and the other women that the tomb was empty.  

Now they were making their way back to their lodgings in Emmaus and talking, rather 

animatedly and loudly, about all that had happened. Remember, they had hidden behind 

locked doors for fear of the Jews, but now they are in the open countryside they are free 

to talk about these things. 

All of a sudden Jesus walks up alongside them but, we’re told, they were kept from 

recognising Him. He asks, ‘What are you talking about?’ So obviously they were speaking 



loud enough for others to hear. The NIV and other Bible translations say, ‘They stood 

still, their faces downcast.’ But others follow a different textual tradition making v.17 a 

continuation of Jesus’ speech, 

‘What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk 

and are sad?’ (NKJV) 

They stood aghast, and couldn’t believe that this ‘stranger’, to their eyes, was unaware of 

what had taken place in the last few days.  ‘Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who 

does not know the things that have happened there in these days?’ they asked. 

Jesus answers with tongue-in-cheek humour, ‘What things?’ As if He didn’t know! Then 

Cleopas and his friend go into all the details of what had happened and what they knew: 

He was from Nazareth; a prophet, like the men of old, who declared the word of God 

boldly and performed miracles; the religious leaders had Him arrested, tried and 

crucified.  

Then they spoke of their hope, ‘but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 

redeem Israel.’ (v.21) Their hope had been buried in the tomb along with Jesus’ corpse, 

not realising that redemption for Israel, and beyond, was only possible through Jesus’ 

death on the cross.  

They continued, ‘besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 

happened. Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb 

early in the morning, and when they did not find his body, they came back saying 

that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who 

were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did 

not see.’ (vv.21-24) 

‘But Him they did not see.’ That’s an important phrase, as these disciples were looking 

for proof by sight, just like Thomas did one week later. But Jesus gave them a gentle 

rebuke, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 

spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ (v.25-

26)  

Jesus did not rebuke them for not recognising Him, the Risen Lord, standing right in 

front of them, but because they did not understand the Scriptures. Then Luke continues 

in v.27, 

‘And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 

said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.’ 

The word Luke uses here means to expound, explain, interpret, and it’s from this Greek 

word we get our English term hermeneutics – to interpret the Holy Scriptures. So in 

other words, as they walked along the road, Jesus had a Bible study with them. Many 

have said they would love to have been there to hear Jesus teach from the Scriptures.  



Let’s unpack this a little bit, what are we talking about here? ‘Beginning with Moses’: it 

is generally believed that the first five books of the Bible, the Pentateuch or Torah, were 

written or at least compiled by Moses. The KJV makes this explicit, as they are named 

‘The First Book of Moses, Called GENESIS; The Second Book of Moses, Called EXODUS’ 

etc. So He began with Moses, moved on to the Prophets, then added ‘all the Scriptures.’ 

Why does Luke use these terms to describe the Bible? The Hebrew Scriptures, then, as 

now, were divided into three sections: the Law, the Prophets and the Writings, known by 

Jews as the Tanakh, and these correspond exactly to our Old Testament today.  

I remember being taught that the OT canon was not fixed until after 70AD with the 

destruction of the temple and the scattering of the Jews. The Scribes reconvened at a 

town called Jamnia and there decided on the definitive canon. This was in fact a 

hypothesis proposed only in C19th and has since been discredited. It is now believed the 

canon of the OT was fixed well before Jesus’ time. 

As they walked along that road to Emmaus, Jesus used the whole of Scripture to point 

them to Himself. Have you ever wondered what passages He used? We don’t know for 

sure, but we can make an educated guess. We can be certain that He quoted from all 

three sections of the Hebrew Scriptures, because when He later appeared to all the 

disciples in the Upper Room, He said, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: 

everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 

and the Psalms.’ (Luke 24:44) The Psalms are the first book in the Writings. 

Let’s imagine we are walking along with Cleopas and his friend listening to Jesus. What 

do we hear Him say? 

From the Law, He was the seed of the woman who would crush the serpent’s head from 

Genesis 3; the Passover Lamb of Exodus 12; and the prophet like Moses, who was to be 

listened to, from Deut 18, which was fulfilled at the Transfiguration when God spoke 

from the cloud saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to Him!’ (Mark 9:7) 

What about the Prophets? To us the prophetic books are those last 17 books of the Old 

Testament, from Isaiah to Malachi; but in the Hebrew Scriptures they have both the 

former prophets and the latter prophets. The former consist of what we call historical 

books: Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings; and the latter are the same as our prophets, 

minus Daniel and Lamentations, which they class with the Writings. 

From the former Prophets: just as Joshua led Israel into the Promised Land, Jesus 

(Yeshua) leads believers into the eternal rest and inheritance promised by God; He is the 

One appointed by God to judge the nations at the end of the ages; and He is the Son of 

David whose kingdom shall endure forever. 

From the latter Prophets: Jesus was born in the small, insignificant town of Bethlehem, 

according to Micah 5; to a virgin and known as ‘Immanuel’, according to Isaiah; and the 



one whom Zechariah said would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey. He is also the Suffering 

Servant, who was pierced for our transgressions and laid in the borrowed tomb of a rich 

man; yet after suffering death will see the light of life in Resurrection!  

What about the Writings, the third section of the Hebrew Scriptures? Beginning with 

Psalms, the first book of this section, the opening words of Psalm 22 were on Jesus’ lips 

as He hung on the cross, and then they offered Him vinegar to drink, as per Psalm 69. 

He is also the kinsman-redeemer of Ruth; the Wisdom of Proverbs; the LORD of joy in 

Nehemiah; and the Son of Man in Daniel’s vision. 

All these and more Jesus could have used to show that the whole of Scripture pointed to 

Himself.  

As they approached their destination, the two disciples urged this ‘stranger’ to stay with 

them. This was partly due to Middle-Eastern custom where hospitality was seen as 

essential, but there was also something about this man, what He said and how He said it, 

that compelled them to invite Him in. 

They were at the table for their evening meal and the guest was given the honour of 

praying a blessing, so He took the bread, broke it, gave thanks and began to give it to 

them. It was at that moment, Luke tells us, that ‘their eyes were opened and they 

recognised him’, just before He disappeared from their sight. (v.31)  

What made the difference? Some have suggested that when He broke the bread and 

offered it to them, they saw the nail scars in His hands. Possibly, but what is certain is 

that they now knew who it was that had been speaking with them along the road, and 

they declared, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 

road and opened the Scriptures to us?’ (v.32) 

They immediately returned to the other disciples in Jerusalem, where they shared the 

good news  that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead, and the women, whose report 

had seemed like nonsense before, were now vindicated. 

This is a wonderful story, a gripping account of Jesus’ resurrection appearance, and it is 

easy to put ourselves in the place of one of these men. 

Here are these two disciples, downcast, despondent; they knew Jesus, they had spent 

time with Him, they had an expectation of Him – an expectation, a hope that had been 

shattered because of His death. And now they are bewildered and confused because of 

reports of a missing body. 

Yet here is the Risen Lord Jesus standing right in front of them, conversing with them, 

encountering them – and they don’t recognise Him. It is only as He opens the Scriptures 



to them that they begin to understand. So it’s not seeing His resurrected body, but in 

hearing what the Bible says, that they come to believe. 

Does this remind you of anything? Let’s go back a few chapters to Luke 16 and Jesus’ 

parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. We know the story: the unnamed rich man lived in 

opulent luxury every day, wearing the finest, most expensive clothes, eating the choicest 

of food, and living in a grand house. He wanted for nothing and had everything money 

could buy.  

Every morning, at the gate of his mansion, was laid a beggar named Lazarus. He had to 

be carried there, he couldn’t walk; and we are told that his name means ‘Helped by God’, 

which seems to be a cruel Joke! He was everything the rich man wasn’t – poor, hungry, 

crippled, sick … even the dogs abused him by licking his sores. 

The time came for both men to die and their roles are reversed: Lazarus is now 

comforted at Abraham’s side, while the rich man is in torment in hell. It would seem 

even with this he hasn’t learned his lesson, for he is trying to order poor Lazarus around, 

wanting him to cool his burning tongue. When Abraham tells him that this is impossible, 

his mind turns to his five brothers. 

Richard Wurmbrand once said, ‘There are no atheists in hell’ and he used this parable as 

an example. The godless rich man now realises there is a God and he wants to warn his 

five brothers so that they don’t end up like him, so he asks Abraham to send Lazarus to 

them. 

Let’s hear what Abraham says: 

‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 
 
‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they 
will repent.’ 
 
He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ (Luke 16:29-31) 

Can you see the connection?  

These two disciples had heard the reports from the women, they knew that Peter and 

John had inspected the tomb but found no body, and they were upset and confused. 

Then the Risen Lord Jesus came alongside them and started to speak with them. 

Someone had risen from the dead and was standing right in front of them, yet still they 

did not believe. It was only as He opened the Scriptures to them that their minds began 

to understand and their hearts started to burn within them.  

We all need to walk that Emmaus Road. We need to read the Scriptures, both the Old and 

New Testaments – to study them, meditate upon them, allowing them to marinate in our 



minds and thinking. We need to hear God’s Word expounded through expository 

preaching. 

When we do, we too shall encounter the living Lord Jesus. 

Let us pray - 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by 

patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed 

hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

 


