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Questionnaire on Weddings Law Reform in England and Wales 

VfJUK provides suggested responses below in bold. We strongly urge you to use your own words. 

If you do not, answers from different respondents that appear to be the same are likely to be 

disregarded by the government. We only provide guidance on a selection of questions and 

suggest that more than half of all the government questions may be skipped. Unless you wish to, 

there is no need to answer all questions. We highlight which questions may be left out. There are 

no questions covering chapter 1. The Survey may be accessed here. 

Chapter 2: Preliminaries 

1. Should information and signposting be provided on the online notice platform in order to 

support and safeguard couples including in relation to forced marriage, consent and capacity?   

Choose ‘Yes’.  

2. Do you agree with the type of information the Government proposes should be provided at 

the online notice stage? This includes material to help individuals recognise potential indicators 

of coercion or control, as well as any information about how to seek help through the Forced 

Marriage Unit, how to raise concerns during the preliminaries process and signposts to 

relationship support and guidance. Please explain your reasoning in the text box.  

Choose ‘Yes’. It needs to be highlighted to people wanting to be married that they are doing so 

freely, without any pressure from anyone in their community. 

3. What are your views about the type of evidence that should be required for the harm based 

exemption from online publication of a notice? Please explain your reasoning in the text box.  

There should be no exemption for several reasons. First, if notices are not made public in 

certain cases, this provides a protective cloak of cover for ex-partners who seek to control a 

woman’s future marriage decisions. In making the notice public, the ex-partner may think twice 

about exercising further coercion. Second, the same law should be applicable to all. Providing 

an exemption to some people means there is no equal playing field. 

4. Do you agree that at the in-person interview, registrars should be required to ask a specific set 

of questions aimed at identifying forced, predatory or sham marriage? Please explain your 

reasoning in the text box.  

Choose ‘Yes’. To safeguard against coercion and bias, the consent assessment should be 

conducted by someone independent of the woman’s community. Without this protective 

measure, a real risk of cultural coercion remains. One specific question that must be asked of 

a woman is whether she is experiencing any fear, pressure, or coercion from the man or anyone 

in his or her community in making her decision to marry. It is agreed that each party must be 

required, as the consultation states, to attend a compulsory separate in-person interview with 

a registrar. 

Chapter 3: The Legal Formation of Marriage 

5. Do you agree with the proposal to allow consent to be expressed through the performance of 

actions in religious and non-religious belief ceremonies? Please explain your reasoning in the text 

box.  

Choose ‘No’. Further legal changes to what constitutes ‘consent’ in a marriage ceremony 

should be avoided. This is because existing law generally requires that consent is shown orally 
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in front of witnesses. If legal consent is to be tied alone to the performance of religious or non-

religious rituals, the parties to a marriage may not be properly consenting to the marriage. 

6. Do you agree with the proposed required words for civil weddings? Please explain your 

reasoning in the text box.  

Choose ‘No’. The current legally prescribed declaratory words and contracting words remain 

simple enough to understand, and so are not in need of change.  

7. Are there any specific variations to the required words that should be considered acceptable 

“words to the same effect” should apply? Please explain your reasoning and/or give examples in 

the text box. 

Choose ‘No’. See above. 

Chapter 4: The Dignity Framework 

8. Do you agree with the Government’s proposed new dignity framework to support officiants in 

their legal duty to ensure that weddings are dignified? Please explain your reasoning in the text 

box.  

Choose ‘No’. Giving officiants the option to decide what constitutes ‘dignity’ for a wedding will 

likely open up a pandoras box of different subjective opinions. For those who marry, this 

decision is the most serious and decisive step of their life, and the opinions of some officiants 

about what counts as ‘dignity’ will inevitably trivialise the dignity of this vital institution.  

9. Do you agree with our proposed overarching dignity standard? • The wedding enables the 

couple to express free and informed consent to marry, in a manner that is intelligible. • The 

wedding is not undermined by distraction or trivialisation. • The wedding reflects the significance 

and seriousness of marriage as a major life event and lifelong commitment. Please explain your 

reasoning in the text box.  

Choose ‘Yes’. 

10. Do you agree with the proposed supporting standard that will support the officiant to agree 

a dignified wedding location? • The wedding location permits participants to attend safely. • The 

wedding location permits participants meaningfully to participate in the ceremony. • The 

wedding location minimises risk of any distraction that could have reasonably been foreseen and 

prevented. Please explain your reasoning in the text box.  

Choose ‘No’. VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or 

skip altogether. 

11. Do you agree with the proposed supporting standard that will support the officiant to agree 

a dignified wedding ceremony? • The ceremony should focus on the proceedings • The ceremony 

should treat the occasion with respect • The ceremony should avoid the risk of making marriage 

appear trivial or lacking in significance.  Please explain your reasoning in the text box. 

Choose ‘No’. VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or 

skip altogether. 

12. Do you agree with the proposed factors that an officiant should consider when making a 

decision about whether a location is dignified? You may wish to give reasons, or suggestions for 

additional factors, in the text box.  

Choose ‘No’. Such decisions are too open to subjective interpretation. 

13. Do you agree with the factors that officiants should consider when determining whether a 

wedding ceremony will be dignified? You may wish to give reasons, or suggestions for additional 

factors, in the text box.  

Choose ‘No’. Such decisions are too open to subjective interpretation. 
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14. Do you think there should be restrictions on the consumption of food or drink, including 

alcohol, during a wedding ceremony? Please explain your reasoning in the text box, including 

where any restrictions should apply and whether any restrictions should distinguish between 

recreational consumption and food or drink used for religious, non-religious belief, ceremonial 

or medical reasons.  

Alcohol should not be permitted before or during the exchange of vows, as this may diminish 

the solemnity of the occasion and the significance of the legal declaration of consent. 

Exemption should not be made for religious or non-religious reasons, though of course, once 

the vows have been said, consumption should be permitted. 

15. Do you think there should be specific restrictions on gimmick-based or trivialising acts or 

elements within a wedding ceremony? Please explain your reasoning in the text box, including 

how any restrictions should be balanced against personal expression  and light-hearted or 

culturally meaningful elements.  

Choose ‘Yes’. VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or 

skip altogether. 

16. Should religious or non-religious belief content be permitted in a civil ceremony, provided 

that the ceremony does not replicate, or amount to, a full religious or non-religious belief service? 

Please explain your reasoning in the text box. If you have answered “Yes”, the Government has 

given examples of individual religious or non-religious belief elements, such as the exchange of 

rings or a Bible reading, that may be suitable for inclusion in a civil ceremony and examples of 

combinations of elements that may amount to a full religious or non-religious belief service. Are 

there any further examples that you think would help illustrate this distinction between service 

and belief elements in practice? Please provide reasons where possible.  

Choose ‘Yes’. VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or 

skip altogether. 

17. Do you agree that state-employed officiants, i.e., registrars, should not be permitted to lead 

or participate in religious or non-religious belief content? Please explain your reasoning in the 

text box.  

Choose ‘Yes’. State-employed officiants must never be obligated to lead or participate in 

religious or non-religious belief content. In the absence of such an exemption, it is very likely 

that some registrars will feel they need to choose between their religious faith and their job. 

Such challenges will likely lead to lengthy litigation. To avoid this, the law should clearly include 

a conscientious clause or its equivalent. 

Chapter 5: Specific Locations for Weddings 

18. Do you agree that wedding venues should be able to apply for pre-authorisation, should they 

choose to? Please explain your reasoning in the text box.  

VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or skip altogether. 

19. Do you agree that approval for pre-authorised venues should be subject to a fixed period, 

renewal requirements and revocation where the conditions of approval are no longer being met? 

You may wish to give reasons in the text box. If you answered “Yes”, what should the fixed period 

be? Please explain your reasoning in the text box.  

VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or skip altogether. 

20. Are there other safeguards required to (1) protect against forced, predatory or sham marriage 

and (2) ensure the safety of ceremonies conducted in private homes? Please explain your 

reasoning in the text box.  
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Reform of existing law should not permit weddings to take place in private homes. The 

informality or ‘cosiness’ of these environments significantly weakens the safeguards for those 

who might be at risk of forced or predatory marriages. 

21. Do you agree that weddings should be able to take place in territorial seas and inland waters, 

subject to the assurance that safety and dignity are maintained? Please explain your reasoning 

in the text box.  

VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or skip altogether. 

22. Do you agree that weddings should be permitted in international waters on UK registered 

cruise ships with a port of choice in England and Wales, provided they abide with the civil 

preliminaries process? Please explain your reasoning in the text box.  

VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or skip altogether. 

Chapter 6: Role of Officiants 

23. Do you agree that all officiants should have a legal duty to uphold the dignity and significance 

of marriage? Please explain your reasoning in the text box.  

Unhelpfully, this question presupposes an agreement with the idea that there should be 

officiants who hold a legal duty to make decisions about dignity. 

24. Do you agree that organisations should have to be established for a minimum of three years 

before nominating officiants to conduct legal weddings? Please explain your reasoning in the text 

box. If you disagree with the three-year minimum period suggested above, what period would 

you propose having instead? If you disagree with the three-year minimum period and chose a 

different period, please explain why below.  

VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or skip altogether. 

25. Do you agree that for a belief organisation to be able to nominate officiants to carry out 

legally binding weddings the minimum number of households who are members of that 

organisation should be 100? If you disagree with the minimum number of households being 100, 

what number would you propose having instead? If you chose a different number, please explain 

your reasoning in the text box.  

VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or skip altogether. 

26. Should the Government have express exclusions on certain groups being precluded from 

being able to nominate officiants as belief organisations? If yes, please tick which of the following 

groups should be expressly excluded. Please explain your reasoning in the text box: • Political 

Parties • Trade Unions • Chambers of Commerce • Organisations that promote unlawful 

purposes • Other (please state) If you disagree that there should be express exclusions, please 

explain why below.  

We suggest you tick all groups.  Should the new officiant framework be created, then yes, there 

should be express exclusions on certain categories of groups. Without such exclusions, it would 

seem inevitable that groups with questionable ideology or status will be able to  nominate 

officiants. 

27. Do you agree with allowing independent officiants to conduct legally binding weddings? 

Please explain your reasoning in the text box. 

Choose ‘No. VfJUK is not suggesting further explanation. You may add your own thoughts or 

skip altogether. 

We suggest that for questions 28-29, you may add your own thoughts or skip altogether. 

Chapter 7: Regulation of Officiants 

We suggest that for questions 30-39, you may add your own thoughts or skip altogether. 


